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who will be presented the Leading Citizens 
Award by the Boys & Girls Club of the Penin-
sula on Wednesday, April 21, 1999. 

Roslyn Morris has a distinguished volunteer 
resume. Described by friends as ‘‘quietly lov-
ing and giving’’, Roslyn Morris is often found 
behind the scenes working diligently on 
causes important to her. Initially on the Board 
of the Florence Crittendon Home, she was a 
founding member of the Peninsula Children’s 
Charter Auxiliary. Her deep commitment to 
Peninsula Volunteers (PV) led her to serve as 
President of the Board of Directors in 1980. In 
1995, the newly renovated PV Senior Center 
Little House was named in her honor. 

Roslyn Morris is actively involved with the 
Museum of Modern Art in San Francisco. She 
recently assisted with the opening of the new 
Iris & Gerald Cantor Center for the Visual Arts 
at Stanford University. 

Roslyn and her husband of almost 50 years, 
Mervin, also being honored by the Boys & 
Girls Club, have 4 loving children and 12 
beautiful grandchildren. 

Very importantly, Mr. Speaker, Roslyn Mor-
ris’ example of excellence has inspired others 
to provide opportunities for achievement, es-
pecially for the young and particularly, for 
those who come from disadvantaged cir-
cumstances. 

Mr. Speaker, Roslyn Morris is a woman of 
outstanding character and I salute her for her 
remarkable contributions to our country and 
our community. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring her as she is being named a 
Leading Citizen by the Boys & Girls Club of 
the Peninsula. No one deserves this more. 
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Mr. BURR of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor and congratulate 
Alamance County, North Carolina for its up-
coming 150th Anniversary. Alamance County’s 
charter was granted on April 24, 1849, but its 
rich history goes back much farther. The area 
was first an important crossroads on the well-
known Indian Trading Path which connected 
villages in eastern Virginia, South Carolina, 
and eastern North Carolina. This path became 
an important avenue for trade and migration in 
the new colony, and it helped bring Alamance 
County’s first European settlers—English and 
Irish Quakers, Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, and 
German Lutherans. Most of these settlers trav-
eled many miles from Pennsylvania and north-
ern Virginia to make Alamance County their 
home, and their legacy lives on today. The 
Cane Creek Meeting, established in 1751, is 
the oldest active Quaker meeting in North 
Carolina, and Hawfields Presbyterian Church, 
established in 1755, is the oldest Presbyterian 
Church in the county. 

A desire for freedom has always been deep-
ly ingrained in the people of Alamance Coun-
ty. As a result of their frustration with land ten-
ure problems, inequitable taxation, and inad-
equate representation in the colonial General 

Assembly, many of the county’s residents 
joined the Regulator Movement—established 
to protest corrupt and inefficient county courts. 
The hostilities between the Regulators and the 
colonial government escalated into general in-
surrection and climaxed when Royal Governor 
William Tryon quelled the uprising by mus-
tering a 1,000-man militia and defeating the 
Regulators on May 16, 1771 in the Battle of 
Alamance. While the county’s loyalties were 
split early in the American Revolution, 
Alamance County played a key role in Amer-
ica’s independence. General John Butler, a 
Swepsonville resident and one of our country’s 
most distinguished Revolutionary War soldiers, 
led patriot troops in the battle of Moore’s 
Creek Bridge and was later elected Brigadier 
General of the Hillsborough District. Moreover, 
Pyle’s Massacre, a major American victory, 
occurred in Alamance County four miles west 
of the town of Graham. 

Before Alamance County’s charter was 
granted in 1849, the area was part of Orange 
County. Residents of the section of Orange 
County west of the Eno River, however, felt 
removed from the county seat of Hillsborough, 
and in January, 1849, one of Orange County’s 
Representatives in the General Assembly in-
troduced legislation creating Alamance Coun-
ty. Separate legislation introduced at the same 
time established Graham (named after Gov-
ernor William A. Graham) as the Alamance 
County Seat. On April 19, 1849, the residents 
of Orange County approved the creation of 
Alamance County by a narrow margin, and 
five days later, on April 24, 1849, Alamance 
County’s Charter was granted—the event we 
will celebrate next Saturday. 

Since its establishment, Alamance County 
has had a strong and growing economy. In 
1856, the North Carolina Railroad was com-
pleted. Running from Goldsboro to Charlotte, 
the railroad spurred great economic growth in 
the county. Because of the efforts of Benjamin 
Trollinger and Edwin M. Holt (local mill owners 
and members of the railroad’s board of direc-
tors), the North Carolina Railroad was run 
through the middle of Alamance County, and 
the railroad’s repair and maintenance shops 
were located near Graham at Company 
Shops. In 1887, Company Shops’ name was 
changed to Burlington which is now the coun-
ty’s largest municipality. 

The presence of the railroad was also a 
blessing to the county’s emerging textile in-
dustry. Within a short period, many new mills 
opened, including Alamance County’s most 
successful textile operation—the Alamance 
Cotton Mill. Established by Edwin Michael Holt 
on the site of his father’s grist mill on 
Alamance Creek, Alamance Cotton Mill con-
tributed greatly to the prominence of the 
southern textile industry when it became the 
first mill south of the Potomac River to 
produce commercially dyed cotton plaids—
known as Alamance plaids. The success of 
the mill enabled the Holt family’s business to 
grow and include 22 mills in Alamance County 
alone. Some of these mill holdings would later 
be consolidated into the multinational corpora-
tion Burlington Industries. Today, the textile in-
dustry continues to be a major source of the 
county’s economic growth and stability. 

Mr. Speaker, after 150 years, Alamance 
County exemplifies the best attributes of a 

rural county. Its people have worked hard to 
develop its economy and community—all while 
preserving its heritage and culture. It is a 
friendly place where people still stroll the side-
walks in the evening and greet friends and 
strangers with a smile. I am proud to have 
Alamance County in my district, and I wish 
them success and happiness for the next 150 
years. 
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Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce legislation that will improve the pros-
pects of every family-owned and operated 
farm, ranch, and business in America. These 
small family farms and businesses are the 
backbone of the Texas economy, and the es-
tate tax, often called the death tax, threatens 
their continued existence. It is time to end this 
tax—and my bill does just that. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture esti-
mates that farmers’ and ranchers’ estates are 
six times more likely to face estate taxes than 
others’ estates. In my travels around the 19 
counties of the First Congressional District, 
evidence of the accuracy of this estimation 
pours forth. At nearly every stop I make, I 
hear horror stories from family members who 
were forced to sell all or part of the family 
farm just to pay estate taxes. 

The death tax represents one percent of the 
Federal tax revenues. However, the impact to 
the taxpayers is far from insignificant. Not only 
does this punitive tax cause financial problems 
for families who are forced to sell property that 
has been in the family for generations or busi-
nesses built over a lifetime, but also local 
economies feel the impact as jobs disappear 
and businesses close. Clearly, the social and 
economic costs of the estate tax far outweigh 
the revenue it provides for the federal govern-
ment. 

The time has come to end this ill conceived 
tax. The tax that was originally intended to 
break up huge family estates now inhibits the 
passage of 70 percent of family businesses 
from one generation to the next. Two years 
ago, we took meaningful steps to reduce the 
burden of death taxes on family farms and 
small businesses in the Taxpayer Relief Act of 
1997. The next step is to completely eliminate 
it and free families from this burden forever. 

f
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TRANSPLANTATION 
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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, as we ap-
proach National Organ and Tissue Donor 
Awareness Week, April 18–24, I rise today to 
recognize the American Society of Transplan-
tation, an organization comprised of 1,400 
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